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Detailed Action 



Response to Amendment 

Claims 29-50 are pending. This action is in response to the amendment received 



February 21, 2006. 



Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 29-50 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 



The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the Invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only ff the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 29-50 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by O'Neil 
et al.(US 6,226,364). 

Re claims 29 and 42, O'Neil teaches a system for accessing prepaid services 
information (fig. 1 ), comprising: 
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a web portal configured to present information relating to a plurality of prepaid services 
offered by a plurality of prepaid service providers fcol. Uines 17-18: col. 9, lines 29-41: figs. : 
O'Neil teaches an Internet station for receiving prepaid telephone service information in 
relation to a plurality of prepaid service providers ): and 

a database configured to store a plurality of user profiles, each user profile specifying 
user account information corresponding to one or more of the prepaid services, wherein the 
web portal is fijrther configured to transmit the infornnation relating to the prepaid services for 
presentation to one of the users according to the respective one of the user profiles (col. 4, 
lines 49-65: col. 16. lines 1-20: figs. 2-4 ). 

and to receive a selection of one of the prepaid services input by the user (col. 9. lines 
29-42: col. 9. line 59 to col. 1 0. line 8: O'Neil prompts to input the verification information. He 
also discloses a card holder may deposit the value of a prepaid telephone service card in a 
subscriber's account by inputtinQ apDropriate validation information into a prepaid telephone 
service card activation unit, such as a dial-in voice response unit or an Internet station ). In 
other words, O'Neil discloses prepaid telephone service in that the telephone service provider 
may obtain an alternate payment source, such a credit or debit bank account, to be charged 
when the balance in an account exceeds an established credit limit. His system consists of 
database containing user account information. 

Re claim 30, O'Neil teaches web portal is configured to support offering any one of the 
prepaid services to any one of the users (col. 16. lines 21-39 ). 

Re claim 31, O'Neil teaches web portal is maintained by a system operator having a 
customer that is one of the users (figs. 5 and 7 ). 
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Re claim 32, O'Neil teaches another system operator has a customer that is one of 
the users, the other system operator compensating the system operator for use of the web 
portal, the other system operator being one of a wholesaler, an online retailer, a system 
developer, or an Internet Service Provider (ISP) (col. 8, lines 29-44: figs. 5 and 7 ). 

Re claim 33, O'Neil teaches web portal is configured to provide the users with real- 
time management of accounts for the prepaid services (col. 6, lines 11-28 ). 

Re claim 34, O'Neil teaches users are each assigned a unique identifier for accessing 
the web portal (col. 14, line 46 to col. 15. line 18 ). 

Re claim 35, O'Neil teaches unique identifier includes a Personal Identification 
Number (PIN) (col. 15. lines 63-67 ). O'Neil discloses the user validates a PIN. 

Re claims 36 and 43, O'Neil teaches information relating to the prepaid services 
includes payment information (col. 9. lines 43-58 ). 

Re claims 37 and 44, O'Neil teaches web portal is further configured to initiate a 
payment verification process for the prepaid services (col. 9. line 43 to col. 10. line 8 ). 

Re claims 38 and 45, O'Neil teaches plurality of prepaid services includes one of 
prepaid calling card, prepaid Internet access, prepaid telephony, prepaid paging, prepaid 
cellular, prepaid cable television, prepaid travel, entertainment tickets, prepaid utilities, 
prepaid Internet hosting, prepaid gasoline, or prepaid heating oil (abstract and title ). 

Re claims 39 and 46, O'Neil teaches web portal presents the plurality of prepaid 
services as a prepaid bundled-service package (col. 2. line 54 to col. 3. line 3 ). 

Re clainns 40 and 47, O'Neil teaches a transaction conducted by the one user via the 
web portal is verified by fraud detection system (col. 4. line 49 to col. 5. line 14 ). O'Neil 
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discloses fraud detection system by requiring real-time user verification before providing 
telephone services. 

Re daims 41 and 48, O'Neil teaches web portal provides usage information for the 
prepaid services, and supports purchase of additional units of the prepaid services (col. 16, 
lines 1-20 ). 

Re claim 49, O'Neil teaches a computer-implemented method for providing prepaid 
services (col. 4. lines 31-49: fig. 1 ). the method comprising: 

communicating with a plurality of databases that include a first prepaid database 
supporting a prepaid service of a first provider, and a second prepaid database supporting 
prepaid service of a second provider (col. 4, lines 49-65: col. 16, lines 1-20: figs. 2-4 ): and 

presenting, via a web interface, the prepaid service of the first provider and the 
prepaid service of the second provider as a bundled service (col. 9, lines 43-58: col. 12, lines 
51-64: O'Neil transmits customer service profile information among CMR service providers. 
In that the service providers in O'Neil include first provider and second provider As for a 
bundle of service as claimed. O'Neil transmits profile information among providers. When 
one is transmitting information among providers then one is bundling services between 
providers. ). In other words, O'Neil discloses prepaid telephone service in that the telephone 
service provider may obtain an altemate payment source, such a credit or debit bank 
account, to be charged when the balance in an account exceeds an established credit limit. 
His system consists of database containing user account information. 
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Re daim 50, O'Neil teaches web interface is operated by a system operator and the 
first provider and the second provider are customers of the system operator (col. 8. lines 19- 
43: col. 16. lines 21-39 ). 

Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Vincent Miliin can be reached on (571 ) 272-6747. The fax phone number for the 
organization \Nhere this application or proceeding is assigned is (571 ) 273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see <http://pair-direct-uspto.gov/> . Should you have questions on access to the 
Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at (866) 217-91 97 (toll- 



free). 
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